
SARA GULLICKSON 
Cannabis Consultant & CEO DispensaryPermits.com

About 

Age: 34 

Residence: Scottsdale, AZ 

Education: Arizona State, B.A. 

Keller Graduate School, M.B.A. 

Facts & Figures 

• March 2010: Established 
DispensaryPermits.com  

• 10 State Process wins with multiple 
clients in each market.  

• Consultant for multiple state 
government processes.  

Canna Topics 

• Dispensary Licensing; Real Estate; 
Policies & Procedures; Budgeting; 
Facility Design; Marketing & 
Branding; Education & Advocacy 
Efforts 

Passion Projects 

• Dedicated Yogi (completed 200 hrs 
of teacher training) 

Contact Sara 
DispensaryPermits.com 
SGullickson@DispensaryPermits.com 
O:602-621-0648 
C: 612-965-4980 
Instagram @SaraLGullickson  
facebook.com/SaraLGullickson 

THE LEADING LADY OF CANNABIS 
“If you want anything in life, go for it and don’t stop until you’ve turned some heads. I’ve been through the ringer in this 

industry which hasn’t stopped me, it’s only made me stronger. The most important lesson I’ve learned is that there is only 

one me. I might not be for everyone, but when business vision, ideals, morals and ethics align, the sky is the limit.”       

- Sara L. Gullickson   

AS SEEN IN: 
She was named an Arizona Trendsetter by Arizona Foothills Magazine, and has been featured in numerous national media outlets including 

CNN, NBC, Fox News, National Public Television, Yahoo Finance, Entrepreneur, National Geographic, Dr. Oz, Forbes, Business News Daily, 

Phoenix Business Journal, Marijuana Business Daily, Direct Cannabis Network, Phoenix New Times, Ganjapreneur , the Chicago Sun Times,  

Crain’s Business and others.Gullickson has been a featured speaker and panelist at the Women Grow National Leadership Summit, the Arizona 

Assessors Conference, the Marijuana Business Conference in Chicago, the Cannabis World Conference & Business Expo in Los Angeles, the 

Southwest Cannabis Conference & Expo in Phoenix and San Diego, and at Women Grow Networking events.   
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http://DispensaryPermits.com
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http://facebook.com/SaraLGullickson


DISPENSARYPERMITS.COM	  

Gullickson’s	  experience	  with	  boutique	  and	   large-‐scale	   corporations	  provided	  a	   strong	   foundation	   to	   start	  
her	  consulting	  company.	  Founded	  in	  2010,	  DispensaryPermits.com	  offers	  consulting	  services	  with	  hands-‐on	  
support	  for	  medical	  marijuana	  entrepreneurs.	  The	  company	  creates	  custom,	  crafted	  business	  solutions	  for	  
those	  interested	  in	  owning	  /	  operating	  a	  dispensary,	  cultivation,	  manufacturing,	  testing	  or	  ancillary	  facility.	   

Based	   in	   Scottsdale,	   Arizona,	   DispensaryPermits.com	   serves	   clients	   in	   competitive	   and	   emerging	   state	  
markets	   throughout	   the	   country.	   As	   the	   Founder	   and	   CEO	   of	   one	   of	   the	   most	   long-‐standing	   medical	  
marijuana-‐consulting	   Oirms,	   Gullickson	   has	   successfully	   secured	   multiple	   licenses	   for	   clients	   in	   10	   State	  
processes	   including	   New	   Jersey,	   Arizona,	   California,	   District	   of	   Columbia,	   Colorado,	   Delaware,	   Illinois,	  
Nevada,	  Maryland,	  and	  Hawaii.	  	  

Gullickson	  encourages	  clients	  to	  become	  physically	  “Oit”	  and	  mentally	  prepared	  to	  enter	  the	  industry.	  State	  
application	  processes	  often	  take	  8-‐14	  months	  of	  dedication,	  and	  Gullickson	  is	  adept	  at	  skillfully	  navigating	  
license	  complexities	  while	  effectively	  “training”	  her	  clients,	  resulting	  in	  multiple	  license	  wins.	   	  Beyond	  her	  
work	   in	   cannabis,	   Gullickson	   is	   an	   avid	   world-‐traveler,	   and	   a	   yogi	   who	   has	   completed	   more	   than	   two-‐
hundred	  hours	  of	  Yoga	  Teacher	  Training.	  

ACCOLADES	  

A	  cannabis	  advisor	  and	  consultant	   for	   the	  past	  seven	  years,	  Gullickson	  spent	   four	  years	   in	  executive	   level	  
positions	  with	  operational	  and	  dispensary	  opening	  experience	  that	  extends	  from	  the	  East	  to	  the	  West	  Coast.	  	  
At	  the	  forefront	  of	  one	  of	  the	  fastest	  growing	  industries	  in	  the	  nation,	  Gullickson	  has	  made	  it	  a	  priority	  to	  
help	  other	  entrepreneurs	  succeed	  through	  educational	  endeavors	  and	  networking	  events.	   

Gullickson	   is	  a	   founding	  member	  Women	  Grow,	  a	  national	  organization	  created	   to	  connect	  and	  empower	  
the	  next	  generation	  of	  cannabis	   industry	  leaders,	  and	  served	  as	  Phoenix	  chapter	  chair.	  During	  her	  tenure,	  
the	  chapter	  Olourished,	  expanding	  membership	  from	  30	  to	  its	  maximum	  of	  80	  members.	  Gullickson	  hosted	  
monthly	   networking	   events	   that	   provided	   essential	   industry	   knowledge	   for	   those	   who	   were	   new	   to	  
cannabis,	  and	  insight	  to	  those	  who	  were	  well	  versed	  in	  the	  industry.	   

Early	  in	  2017,	  Gullickson	  stepped	  down	  from	  her	  leadership	  role	  at	  Women	  Grow	  in	  order	  to	  focus	  on	  client	  
projects,	   which	   have	   increased	   exponentially	  with	   the	   passage	   of	   new	   legalization	  measures.	   	   Despite	   a	  
rigorous	  schedule,	  Gullickson	  continues	   to	   teach	  and	   lead	  cannabis	  business	  classes	  and	  presentations	  at	  
major	  industry	  events.	   

ADVOCACY	  

Gullickson	  also	  dedicates	  her	  time	  to	  advocacy	  efforts.	  Since	  
governing	   bodies	   do	   not	   have	   the	   budget	   to	   hire	   industry	  
experts	   for	   Medical	   Marijuana	   processes,	   Gullickson	   has	  
personally	   helped	   multiple	   states	   with	   their	   programming	  
through	   legislative	   sessions,	   speaking	   engagements,	   and	  
meetings	  with	  political	  activists	  and	  local	  Oigureheads.	  	  

She	   has	   attended	   multiple	   political	   gatherings	   to	   raise	  
medical	   marijuana	   awareness,	   both	   at	   Lobby	   Days	   in	  
Washington,	   D.C,	   and	   at	   the	   Phoenix	   Capitol.	   As	   a	   business	  
owner	  who	   understands	   the	   depth	   and	   breadth	   of	  medical	  
and	   recreational	   state	   rules	   and	   regulations,	   Gullickson	  
believes	   it	   is	   her	   duty	   to	   help	   new	   states	   shape	   their	  
government	  processes.	   

INDUSTRY STATISTICS 

• There is estimated to be between 3,400 – 4,700 medical 
dispensaries/recreational stores currently in the U.S.  

• In 2015, medical and recreational marijuana retail sales 
hit an estimated $3 billion - $3.4 billion 2015 sales 
growth increased by an estimated 40-50% over 2014  

• Growth can be attributed to increase in legalized 
recreational cannabis, establishment of new markets/
jurisdictions and expansion of mature markets 

• Sales are projected to increase by 17% - 26% in 2016, 
to hit $3.5 - $7.1 billion  

• Assuming continuation of the current trend of medical 
and recreational marijuana legalization, the U.S. is likely 
to see retail revenue soaring as high as $7.8 billion in 
2018 and $9.6 billion in 2019  

Sara	  Gullickson	   is	   a	   nationally	   recognized	   cannabis	   industry	   leader	   and	  business	   expert.	   Born	   in	  Minneapolis	   and	   raised	   in	  Minnetonka,	  Minnesota,	  
Gullickson	  moved	   to	   the	  Southwest	   to	   complete	  her	  Bachelors	   in	  Communications	  at	  Arizona	  State	  University,	   and	   received	  her	  Masters	  of	  Business	  
Administration	  and	  Marketing	  from	  the	  Keller	  Graduate	  School	  in	  2011.	  After	  graduation,	  she	  spent	  Oive	  years	  in	  marketing,	  while	  specializing	  in	  digital	  
and	  print	   campaigns,	  budgeting,	   social	  networking,	   and	  events.	   	  A	  visionary	  entrepreneur	  with	  a	  passion	   for	  health	  and	  wellness,	   it	  was	  natural	   for	  
Gullickson	  to	  enter	  the	  medical	  marijuana	  industry.	  
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